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his reign, inaugurated a festival at Karnak in honcur of the
new religion. And his successor, Amenhotep IV, to free
himself from the power of the high priest at Thebes, deter-
mined to have a new capit-al for bis kingdom, for which Aten
should be the supreme God. The religion of Aten was
probably the most ancient form of the religion of Ra. The
disk bt-fore which protestations were made was not only the
shining and visible form of the divinity, it was the God himself.
For the introduction ofthis new religion, the last kings of this
Dynasty were distinguished by the name of " Heretic kings/'
It is believed by Rogers that this change of religion in Thebes
was brought about by the influence of the Mitannian Princess-
es.1 The Mitannians having been the worshippers of Vedic
Gods, the predilection of the Princesses for the worship of
the Sun acid the establishment of a pure religion would be
most natnral.
The Kossaeans or Kassftes (Kasshu) were another Aryan
tribe who inhabited the mountains of Zagros in Elam, which
was situated to the east of ancient Babylonia and the south of
Persia or Iran. In about 1800 B. C. the last Sumerian king
of Babylonia was defeated, and Babylonia conquered by the
Rassites or Kossa^ans under Kandish (Gandis) or Gaddas,
who established a dynasty which lasted for 576 years and nine
months, "Under the foreign domination, Babylonia lost its
empire over Western Asia. Syria and Palestine became
independent, and the high priests of Asshur made themselves
'kings of Assyria. The divine attributes with which the
Semite kings of Babylonia ba.d been invested disappeared at
the same time; the title of * god ' is n^ver given to a-Kassite
sovereign. Babylon, however, remained the capital of the
kingdom, and the holy city of Western Asia. Like the
sovereigns of the Holy Roman Empire, it was necessary for
the Prmce who claimed rule in Western Asia to go to Babylon
and there be acknowledged as the adopted son of Bel before
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